
Trim Complete: Expert Advice 
from Start to Finish 
 
Table of Contents 
 
Before You Start……………………..2 
About Your Safety…………………...4 
 
 
SELECTING TRIM & 
MATERIALS…………….…………..6 
 
Trim Styles 
Choosing a Style……………………...8 
Moldings……………………………..10 
 
Materials 
Lumber and Sheet Goods……………12 
Synthetic Trim……………………….13 
Glues…………………………………14 
Fasteners……………………………..15 
 
 
TOOLS & TECHNIQUES…………..16 
 
Power Saws 
Power Miter Saw……………………..18 
Circular Saw………………………….23 
Tablesaw……………………………..26 
Jigsaw………………………………...31 
 
Portable Power Tools 
Router………………………………...33 
Cordless Drill Driver…………………36 
Biscuit Joiner………………………...38 
Planers………………………………..39 
Nail Guns…………………………….40 
Sanders……………………………….41 
 
Hand Tools & Accessories 
Handsaws…………………………….42 
Chisels and Planes……………………45 
Pounding and Prying Tools…………..46 
 
Marking & Measuring Tools 
Rules and Tapes……………………...47 

Squares……………………………….47 
Levels………………………………...48 
 
Other Tool Techniques 
Removing Old Trim………………….51 
Making Back Cuts……………………52 
 
 
WINDOWS…………………………..54 
 
Jambs 
Adjusting Walls and Jambs………….58 
Starting with a “Jamb” Session………59 
Making Jamb Extensions…………….60 
Installing Shimmed Jambs…………...61 
Making and Installing Rabbeted  
Jambs…………………………………62 
 
Window Stools & Aprons 
Making a Window Stool……………..64 
Scribing Stool Horns…………………66 
Mitered Return on an Apron…………67 
Stool with Drywalled Jamb…………..68 
 
Window Casing 
Making Mitered Window Casing…….70 
Pre-Assembling a Mitered Casing…...73 
 
Windows in a Series 
Stool for Windows in a Series……….74 
Installing Mitered Mullions………….76 
Installing Flat Mullions………………78 
 
Windows with Style 
Installing Craftsman-Style Trim……..79 
Installing Arts and Crafts-Style Trim..80 
Installing Trim with Rosettes………...82 
Perimeter Molding and Back Banding.84 
 
 
DOORS………………………………86 
 
Installation 
Preparing the Rough Opening………..90 
Setting a Swing Door………………...91 
Installing a Prehung Single Door…….92 



Installing Prehung French Doors……94 
Installing a Pocket Door…………….96 
Installing Jambs on a Pocket Door….98 
Installing Bifold Doors……………..100 
 
Making Adjustments 
Cutting Doors to Length……………102 
Trimming a Hollow Core Door to 
Length………………………………103 
Cutting Doorjambs to Length in  
Place………………………………...104 
Correcting a Hinge-Bound Door……105 
 
Casing & Trim 
Prepping the Wall and Door Frame...106 
Casing with Mitered Trim…………..107 
Craftsman-Style Casing…………….109  
Traditional Casing with Parting 
Bead………………………………...110 
Casing with Rosettes and Plinth  
Blocks………………………………112 
Rabbeted Banding…………………..113 
 
 
RUNNING MOLDINGS…………...114 
 
Baseboard Molding 
Installing Baseboard around 90-Degree 
Corners…………………………….119 
Installing Baseboard around Radiused 
Corners……………………………..120 
Coping Inside Corners……………...121 
Installing Corner Blocks……………122 
Splicing Baseboards………………...123 
Scribing Baseboard to the Floor……124 
Installing Moldings on Uneven  
Walls………………………………..125 
Transitioning Moldings…………….126 
Running Baseboard to Stair  
Skirtboards………………………….127 
 
Crown Molding 
Crown Molding on a 90-Degree  
Corner………………………………128 
Crown Molding on a Radiused  
Corner………………………………130 

Coping Inside Corners……………...131 
Cutting Crown in Position on a Miter 
Saw…………………………………132 
Cutting Crown Flat on a Compound 
Miter Saw…………………………..133 
Splicing Crown on the Wall………..136 
Splicing Crown Using Backer……...137 
 
Wall Cap 
Installing Wall Cap………................138 
Mitered End Cap……………………140 
 
Perimeter Band Boards 
Installing Perimeter Band Boards…..142 
 
 
WAINSCOT………………………..144 
 
Tongue-and-Groove Wainscot 
Making Rabbeted Baseboards………148 
Installing Rabbeted Baseboards…….149 
Installing Tongue-and-Groove  
Boards………………………………151 
Installing a Closing Board to an Irregular 
Wall…………………………………153 
Marking and Cutting for Outlets……154 
 
Installing Chair Rail 
Installing Wainscot Cap…………….155 
Installing Rabbeted Cap…………….156 
Installing Chair Rail at 90-Degree 
Corners……………………………...157 
Installing Cap on Radiused Outside 
Corners……………………………...158 
 
Pre-Assembled Frame-and-Panel 
Wainscot 
Laying Out Frame-and-Panel 
Wainscot……………………………160 
Assembling the Frame-and-Panel 
Unit…………………………………162 
Locating and Cutting Holes for 
Outlets………………………………164 
Installing Frame-and-Panel Assembly to 
Wall…………………………………165 



Installing Assembled Panels on 90-
Degree Corners……………………168 
Assembled Panels around a Bullnosed 
Corner……………………………..168 
 
Frame-Over-Panel 
Pre-Assembled Frame-Over-Panel…169 
Installing Frames Piece by Piece…...172 
 
Pre-Assembled Frames and Precut 
Panel 
Installing Pre-Assembled Frame and 
Precut Panels………………………..174 
 
 
CEILING ELEMENTS……………..176 
 
Tongue-and-Groove 
Fitting Starting Boards on a Flat  
Ceiling………………………………179 
Fitting Starting Boards on a Raked 
Ceiling………………………………180 
Pulling together Stubborn Tongue-and-
Groove………………………………181 
Cutting Out for a Ceiling Fixture…...182 
Fitting an Angled Ceiling Break……184 
Installing a Closing Board………….186 
 
Paneled Ceiling 
Locating Ceiling Joists and Layout…188 
Cutting Out for Fixture in a Paneled 
Ceiling………………………………189 
Installing Plywood Panels…………..190 
 
Coffered Ceiling 
Installing Trim Boards on a Ceiling...192 
Installing Ceiling Panel Trim  
Moldings……………………………194 
Installing Pre-Assembled Panel 
Moldings……………………………196 
 
Exposed Beams 
Installing Beam Nailers……………..198 
Attaching Beam Nailers with Butterfly 
Bolts………………………………...199 
Faux Beam over Hollow Nailers……200 

Faux Beam over Solid Nailers……...202 
 
Faux Posts 
Trimming a Freestanding Post……...204 
Faux Post with Corner Moldings…...205 
 
 
ADVANCED TECHNIQUES & 
PROJECTS………………………....206 
 
Custom Moldings 
Combining Moldings……………….208 
Simple Molding on the Router Table.209 
Built-Up Molding…………………..210 
Complex Molding with Multiple 
Bits………………………………….212 
Making Dentil Moldings……………213 
Back Band and Casing Combination.214 
Fluting with a Router……………….215 
Cutting Coves on the Tablesaw…….216 
 
Radiused Moldings 
Bending Millwork………………….218 
Laminating a Curved Molding……..219 
Kerf Bending a Curved Molding…..220 
Steam Bending a Curved Molding…222 
 
Advanced Projects 
Frame-and-Panel Faux Post………..224 
Installing Build-Up Crown Molding.226 
Fireplace Surround and Mantel…….228 
 
Glossary…………………………….230 
Index………………………………..232 


